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sole copyright to her contributions to this book. 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: LaTersa Blakely does not assume and hearby disclaims any liability to 

any part for any loss or damage by errors or omissions in this publication, 

whether such errors or omissions result from negligence, accident, or any other 

cause.  To ensure complete accuracy, it is always best to call and confirm that the 

information is still up to date. Also, the author can not guarantee that you will 

make any money; this is just success that the author has and does not know 

your work ethnics. 

 

 

 

This book cannot be duplicated in any form whatsoever without written 
permission from the author. 
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Facebook:  www.facebook.com/diapercakesbylatersa 

Facebook:  Facebook.com/authorlatersablakely 

Facebook: Facebook.com/theoriginalentrepreneur 

Twitter:  

www.twitter.com/latersababycake 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/latersablakely 
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Who Is The Mommy Maven? 

 

LaTersa Blakely’s life is a journey filled with business 
know how and compassion. From her experiences LaTersa 

reveals her purpose and she is eager to share her purpose 

with all the women of the world. 

Born in the Midwestern farming district of Holly Grove, Arkansas, LaTersa was a 

girl with ambition. She seized an opportunity to work in the agricultural industry 

through hands on learning — she literally got her hands dirty to get the job done! 

Years later LaTersa earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Agriculture Economics, a 

Master’s Degree in Agriculture Business Management and a prominent position 
as a Soil Conservationist. Her duties included surveying the land, a task that 

would prepare her for digging into the roots of her clients’ problems, as a life 

coach. 

The wife, mother of two and woman of God decided to heed the calling on her 

life in 2010 after spending years in the corporate world. LaTersa found that 

through motivating other mothers, women entrepreneurs and the like, she 

needed to launch her own business. In 2011, the Mommy Maven was born. 

Like everyone else, LaTersa understood that her work would need to include life 

balance. Unlike others, however, she managed to find that balance. In doing so, 

LaTersa penned articles for business blogs and e-zines, including Care2.com, 

a website committed to providing a better world through health and conservation 

news. Her way with words empowered her to pen her first book, “DIGG DEEP, 
Steps to Embrace Your Past and Step into Your Greatness”, in 2012. 
LaTersa’s next work would serve as the blueprint for her life-coaching business, 

now known as LaTersa Blakely Enterprises; “Mompreneur: Steps to Balance Work, 
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Life and Love” was released in early 2013. The practical guide speaks to women 
of all walks of life, women who are ready to take back control of their lives. 

LaTersa now speaks for herself, literally: the mogul has been an invited guest 

speaker on several occasions, including Blog-talk Internet Radio. The “Sista Sense 
Magazine”- featured mom entrepreneur and a two-time winner of Startup 

Nation’s Leading Moms in Business has been hailed as motivational leader Les 
Brown’s one to watch. He declared, “The world needs what (she) has to share.” 

Today, upon releasing her latest work in April 2014, “I AM ENOUGH” — a stop-

the-pity-party manual for those seeking more in their lives — LaTersa spends 

time sharing through mentoring, hosting webinars and collaborating with 

women who hunger for clarity. Those ready to unleash their potential should 

contact LaTersa on Facebook at http://facebook.com/theoriginalentrepreneur. 
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How It All Began…… 

 

I learned about mystery shopping a few years ago, but just like couponing, I just 

didn’t have the patience or the strength to endure all the time and effort that it 
takes to stick with it.  So, here it is years later and I finally get it.  Well, I guess you 

are saying LaTersa, what the heck is mystery shopping? 

Mystery shopping or secret shopping what some people call it; is simply when a 

company hires other people to pose as actual shoppers in order to see how their 

employees are treating their customers.  They are typically going into a store or 

restaurant buying typical household items or purchasing a dinner in return for a 

fee for giving their honest opinion about their experience. 

  The first thing you want to do is become a member of MSPA (Mystery Shopping 

Providers Association) for $10. This will give you a list of some of the top mystery 

shopping jobs available. Really in all honesty, it lets them know that you are 

serious about this and you are not just a one hit wonder.  Then next, you should 

head over to www.voilition.com and this is where tons and tons of mystery 

shopping companies are listed.  This is a free website by the way and to be honest 

with you, you should never have to pay for these companies because you can go 

there for free. I will be sharing with you my top secrets on how to get the most 

out of your mystery shopping experience.  
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1) Sign up, Sign up, & Sign up.  You want to sign up to as many shops as 

possible. I would say to start, do fifteen and this way you can get your feet 

wet and have a sense of how this thing call mystery shopping works. 

 

Helpful tips: I will say this when I first started mystery shopping, I thought I was 

going to make major major bucks; but it is a method to all the madness. While I 

can’t tell you that you will get rich, you can make some good money if you play 
your cards right.  
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2) Never pay for a list of mystery shopping companies.  You can go directly to 

voilition.com and see a huge listing of them. No need to spend your hard 

earned money on something you can research it for yourself. There a lot of 

fraud out there and they specifically pray on stay at home moms because 

they know how important it is for us to find a gig at home so that we can 

support our family. 

Helpful tips: I got burnt more times than one; I started this back when I was in 

Pittsburgh, let’s just say that experience didn’t go too well. I signed up for tons 

and tons of work at home jobs only to find out that the companies didn’t exist or 
never was a legitimate company. By the time I realized it, the money was already 

drafted from my account. My husband has been there from the very beginning 

and he can tell you first-hand how many times he’s had to console me because I 
lost my, well our money.  Truth be told, it was his money who funded a lot of my 

humbled beginnings.  
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3) Do more than one shop per day.  For me, if I knew that I would be out most 

of the day running errands or networking, I would sign up for maybe 3 to 

4 shops back to back.  The quickest way for you to get frustrated is to do 

one shop per week or day and then when you receive your first check, it’s 
looking skimpy. More is always better. 

 

Helpful tips: I would schedule my shops around my kids school hour. While 

they are at school, I do most of my shops because a lot of them require you to 

not bring your kids.  However, there are times that allow you and your entire 

family to tag along. 
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4) Don’t be a NO-Show. Yes, if you know you can’t do a shop or you know 
that it is an inconvenience for you, then you shouldn’t even bother with 
adding that particular shop to your cart. Your word is your bond and you 

should really treat this like you would a typical 9 to 5. 
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5) Get to know your scheduler.  This one is a huge one if you want to become a 

regular mystery shopper.  Make sure you learn their name and really 

program their number in your phone. Pretty soon before you know it, you 

two will be on a first name basis.  They keep you top of mind when they 

need to get shops done in your area or one that’s closer to you. 
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6) Go beyond your own back door.  What I mean by that is, if you know you 

will be out of town for a few days, try to locate shops along the way.  And 

now this is where you start to rack up on the big bucks because being that 

this is typically out your way, they will pay huge incentives in order for 

them to complete that shop. 

 

Helpful tips: Go to the nice expensive restaurants and usually it has to be you and 

your guest.  Now, this can be a date night with you and your husband or girl’s 
night out.  But equally so, you have to abide by the rules.  You have to make sure 

you be honest and make sure it is actually two people and not just you ordering 

two entrees. 
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7) Get paid the BIG BUCKS. Yes, you can get paid major bucks for helping a 

scheduler fill a slot or complete a shop.  Let’s say, someone canceled and 
can get  a shop done, they have to complete it, so they call you. Now, being 

that this is out of your way or last minute, they will increase the incentive.  

a. A regular shop would be between $7 to $15 at best; but because it’s a 
last minute gig, she will add a bonus incentive of $50, so you have 

just earned on estimate $57 but don’t forget to deduct gas mileage.  
Yes it cost money to drive all these places.   

b. I would also be cautious as to how many I do in a week that is rather 

expensive.  Stick to the regular gas station audits and fast foods. Save 

the higher prices shops for maybe every two weeks or once per 

month. 

c. Instead of spending your earnings, put them away and let your 

money build up and then you can do more exquisite shopping. I’ve 
even gotten a free pair of shoes by doing mystery shops. You will be 

surprised what you can earn once you get some skin in the game. 
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Real life examples…. 

 

1) Gas station shop 

 Pays $15 

 -mileage fees 

 $8-$10 profit 

 You go to the store and do a live audit. You act as if you are 

corporate or something and actually do a whole hour and 

half of the entire gas station. These were one of the ones that I 

did occasionally. I just didn’t want to do all of that. 
2) Fast food shops 

 Pay you $7 plus reimbursement of a combo and drink 

 You pay for the meal, get the receipt and you have to make sure you 

get the waitress name, time it from the time you place your order; 

then you have to see whether or not the bathrooms worked properly; 

then also to make sure if there was few or no cars in the parking lot. 

 You want to make note of all of this, but don’t make it noticeable for 
the waitress to see you because remember this is mystery shopping.  

 You have to fill the questionnaire from each shop within 24 hours 

otherwise they will not pay you, for refusal to report your forms on 

time. 

 The easiest way to do it, is take a pic of the receipt with your 

smartphone/android. So that way if you lose the receipt, you have it 

already stored. 
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3) Hardware shops 

 These particular shops, you are required to purchase an item of 

whatever they request. Make sure you always grab a receipt and the 

cashier’s name. You have to make sure they are wearing a name 

badge, if they are not you will have to kindly ask them for their 

name; Reason being, they are going to ask you this on the 

questionnaire that you have to fill out.  Now, it would be very wise 

to have a printer available and laptop at home . because these shops 

require you to print out before instructions and afterwards to email 

or fax to them. Some of them gives you the option of mailing the 

pictures in such in; but hey I don’t have time for that. Lets take the 
picture and upload and be done with it. 

 

4) Hotel shops 

 Now if you really want to cash in with the BIG bucks, then schedule 

a time to do a hotel mystery shopping. Say your family has a yearly 

family vacation, why not try to find a hotel on the list of shops and 

instead of booking your usual ones, find one that you can stay as a 

secret shopper. Of course, you will have to pay up front, but if you 

stay for at least a week; that will be a fat check. So in essence, you 

got to stay at a hotel for free. 
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5) Call Center Calling shops. Now this one right here is one of my all time 

favorites because you can do this in your pajamas literally. Here’s how it 

work, of course you will call the call center from the list they they provide 

you and ask things like enrolling in school, insurance quotes and anything 

that they ask. These calls are so freaking easy and it has to be at least 6 

minutes per call; never hang up on the agent. Then you fill out a quick 

questionnaire of the conversation and bam you are done. I usually do at 

least twenty calls per day at $5 each; so you do the math, $100 dollars per 

day.  

a. 20 calls per day at $5= $100.00 

b. 30 calls per day at $5=$150.00 

c. 100 calls per week at $5=$500 

d. 50 calls per week at $5=$250 

e. 200 calls per month at $5=$1000 

This can work great for you especially if you have small children, you can do this 

in between nap time. Get signed up today and make sure you mention “LaTersa 

Blakely” referred you. (yes I get $5 for every person that I refer) When you get 

started, you can earn referral money as well. The website to apply for 

http://www.callcenterqa.org (Call Center Performance Monitoring & Analysis). 

You will have to do a test call and then someone will respond back to you within 

48 hours letting you know if you’re hired.  
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I hope you have enjoyed this e-guide on how to successfully do mystery 

shopping.  Maybe now, you can have a better understanding of what it takes to 

get started and become a pro at this thing call secret shopper.  I want to hear 

from you, like my facebook page: 

http://www.facebook.com/theoriginalentrepreneur and tell me how you are 

doing. 

If you need some guidance or have questions,  schedule your one on one coaching 

session with me for only $47! Contact me at 

latersa@momswearingmultiplehats.com  and put in subject line: I’m Ready to Be 
a Mystery Shopper.  
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